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Do tie Hospital fills gap in long-term care
Delivery . - _
problem $15 million Post Falls facility opens for patients who are out of ICU but
still very ill
News Jonel Aleccia
Staff writer
Local/Regional  February 16, 2006
Idaho _ ) ]
Business The first patient admitted to the newest
Nation/World hospital in Post Falls is still too sick to
Voices appreciate her surroundings.
Weather
Columnists She won't yet notice the earth-toned Chad Hutson, spokesman for
Newstracks furnishings, the rehabilitation gymnasium, Northern Idaho Advanced
Full headline the 4-foot therapy pool or the state-of-the-art Care Hospital, gives a tour of
list intensive care equipment at the Northern the long-term, acute-care
Archives Idaho Advanced Care Hospital, which hospital in Post Falls on
opened this month at 600 N. Cecil Road. Wednesday. (KATHY
PLONKA The Spokesman-
Opinion The woman arrived Tuesday at the $15 Review )
million center designed to fill what
L etters organizers said is a gap in regional medical
Commentary ~ Care. at a glance
Federal privacy rules won't let hospital Modern amenities
D officials release any information about the .
Sports woman or her condition, spokesman Chad The hospital offers: E
Outdoors Hutson said.

«State-of-the-art beds and
But like all the patients who will fill the 40- ~ Monitoring systems.

. . Ex
For the record  Ped, 36,000-square-foot hospital, she's )

facing serious illness or injury and the *Mock bedrooms, kitchens |unF2

Obituaries prospect of a protracted recovery. and outdoor obstacles to
Announcements help people relearn life %S
"We'll see trauma, stroke, surgeries where skills. ;%I'
the patient has had a problem, brain - tients' famili pré

- injuries," Hutson explained. *ror patients families, a
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here for a long time. gourmet meals prepared by

a former Disneyland chef.
Before now, there was no local resource for

patients who had finished their stays in traditional hospital intensive care
units but remained too ill for traditional rehabilitation centers or nursing
homes. The average stay for Medicare patients at the hospital will be at least
25 days, said Dr. Kevin Chang, its medical director.

Advertisement "There are very few of these
facilities in the country,”
said Chang, who is also part
of a group of "intensivist"
physicians at Kootenai
Medical Center in Coeur
d'Alene. "The next closest
facility would be in Salt
Lake City or Denver."

Patients such as Mike
Kralicek, a Coeur d'Alene
police officer who was shot
and badly injured on duty,
have had to go out of state to
complete their arduous
recoveries. Now, someone like Kralicek could stay here, Hutson noted.

The hospital received its temporary license last week, said Tom Shanahan,
spokesman for the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare. After a few
patients have been admitted and treated, state inspectors will assess the
hospital's ability to meet federal Medicare standards.

Approval to provide short-term Medicare-eligible services will be granted
first, Hutson said. After six months, when hospital administrators have
demonstrated a consistent need for protracted care, the hospital will be
designated as a long-term care facility.

Members of the medical community from North Idaho and Eastern
Washington have expressed support for the new hospital. It was built in Post
Falls because it is between the region's two largest medical centers, Hutson
said.

The new center will relieve pressure on Idaho hospitals from Coeur d'Alene
to Boise, said Dr. James Osmanski, director of the intensive care unit at
KMC. Currently, hospitals designed for short-term care keep very sick
patients for long periods, often at a financial loss.

"It will take those patients that linger in the hospital,” Osmanski said.

State-of-the-art beds and monitoring systems are designed to provide comfort
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and surveillance for very ill people, including those who must remain on

Home delivery ventilators for long periods. At the same time, the hospital includes GU
Online rehabilitation resources such as mock bedrooms, kitchens and outdoor
Subscription obstacles to help people relearn life skills as they get better, Huston said. ﬁg
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